
 
 
 

 
 
 

About Marcus, Three Keys and Studio 8121 
 
Marcus was born in Columbus, Ohio and moved to Washington, D.C. 
with his family at age 12. He graduated from Montgomery Blair High 
School., Howard University with a degree in music theory and 
Georgetown University with a Masters in Business Administration and 
Juris Doctorate of Law. 
 
He has released 10 CD projects, including his latest project, The 
Phoenix. Johnson’s musical inspirations include Thelonious Monk, Joe 
Sample and Quincy Jones. He plays Yamaha pianos and credits 
Chopin’s Waltz in C Sharp minor as his favorite piece. He is also a 
gifted composer and producer for a number of other artists. 
 
He is also the CEO of Marimelj Entertainment which includes the 
Three Keys Music label and 8121 recording studio which is composed 
of two Pro Tools HD 3 studios. Equally versed in jazz, hip-hop, rock, 
R&B, alternative, classical and other genres, Studio 8121’s Studio A 
has hosted sessions for various national acts and labels as well as 
local musicians.  Studio 8121’s Studio B is a favorite for numerous 
voiceover talent and producers and audio post-production 
sweetening and editing clients. 
 
Johnson lives in Silver Spring, Maryland and is married to the former 
Rhonda Helal. 
 
Highlighted Performances 
 
WJZV Jazz Festival     Fort Dupont w/Roy Ayers 
Capital Jazz Festival   Atlanta Centennial Park 
NBA All-Star Weekend   Spaghettini’s 
Trenton Jazz Festival   Philadelphia Dell East 
Blues Alley     BET on Jazz Café  
Breast Cancer Concert Series  Taste of DC 
Bahamas Jazz Festival   Macy’s 
Friday’s at Sunset w/Boney James Dream Nightclub 
Friday’s at Sunset w/Rich Braun  Tavern on The Green 
Friday’s at Sunset w/Gerald Veasley Ritz Carlton Hotels 
The Tropicana Hotel and Casino  Las Vegas Hilton 
Marriott Wardman Park Hotel  Andrews Air Force Base 
St. Lucia Jazz Festival   Bermuda Jazz Festival 
Corcoran Gallery of Art    
Union Station Washington DC 
Congressional Black Caucus Legislative Weekend 
Kennedy Center for Performing Arts 
 


