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Dear Colleagues,

Happy New Year, 2005! The African American Chamber of
Commerce of Westchester and Rockland Counties, Inc.
(Chamber) will embark on its ninth year of service. To begin
the New Year, the Board of Directors of the Chamber would
like to invite you to participate in our 6th Annual Business-to-
Business Exchanger and Women's History Month Luncheon.

Our theme for this years Business-to-Business Exchange
(Exchange), "Strategies For Change In An Outsourced
Environment", will bring minority businesses, government
agencies and corporations, all in one place, at one time!
Creating the perfect environment to foster MBE to Corporate,
MBE to Government or MBE to MBE relationships.

The '05 Exchange will educate and develop profitable business
relationships; placing the attendees, corporate partners and the
Chamber in a win-win position.

On behalf of the entire Chamber Executive Committee, we
look forward to your participation in the 6th Annual Women's
History Month Business Development Day & Luncheon.

Sincerely,

Robin L. Douglas President/ CEO/Founder

JUNETEENTH - John Tuller, Dir. of Comm. Affairs for the Journal
News; Anthony Epps, owner Epps & Assoc.;Robin Douglas,
Maurice Coleman, Sr. VP Bank of America; Kwame Jackson, “The
Apprentice”
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James Harding, Sp. Asst. to Gov. Pataki; Robin Douglas; John
Tuller, the Journal News
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Kwame Jackson, “The Apprentice”, and James Harding, Sp. Asst.
to Gov. Pataki

8™ ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER

The African American Chamber of Commerce of Westchester and
Rockland Counties, Inc. honored members of the African American
business and political community during the 8th Annual Awards on
Thursday, November 18, 2004 at the Hilton Rye Town in Rye, New
York.

The 2004 honorees included Mr. Kwame Jackson “The Apprentice”,
Business Lead of the Year; Mr. Jim Harding, Special Assistant to Gov.
Pataki, Political Leader of the Year; Ms. Mai Keecia A. Jones,
Technical Users Interface, Westchester Business Leader of the Year;
Ms. Elaine Edmonds, Executive Director Harlem YMCA, Rockland
Business Leader of the Year; Mr. Christian G. Sampson, President of
the Ramapo Democratic Party and Bank of America, Corporate
Partner of the Year.

All' honorees received an award provided by the Mount Vernon Fine
Art Gallery. Proclamations and certificates were from government
officials.

“This dinner is a fundraiser for our young chamber, said Robin
Douglas, Chamber President/CEO/Founder, but it is also an
opportunity for our membership, the business and social community
to join the chamber in praising the accomplishments and
contributions of this year’s honorees”

The Dinner was Chaired by John Tuller, Director of Community Affairs
for The Journal News along with co-chairs from Bank of America,
Starwoods Hotels, Black Enterprise Magazine, Con Edison, Citibank,
The Journal News, NY Power Authority, IBM, AXA Advisors and
Heineken USA.

The evening’s entertainment was provided by Woody Wood Working
Music. Attendees received one-year paid subscription to Black
Enterprise Magazine.

Robin Douglas, President/CEO/Founder of AACCWR, Inc, and
Miquel Blanco, publisher of EI Agular
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2004 “Hudson Valley PREP” with the MTA

The African American Chamber of Commerce of Westchester and Rockland
Counties, Inc. and the Metropolitan Transportation Authority co-sponsored
workshops for disadvantaged, minority, or women-owned businesses in June
2004. The four-day, 32-hour program was successfully launched in other areas
of the state to help business owners compete successfully for contracts with
the MTA and other government agencies. Historically, 76% of participants are
awarded contracts.

Six students graduated from the program and were given certificates of
completion from the MTA as firms prepared to do business with state agencies.

The “Hudson Valley Prep (Preparing for Profit)” Program was offered on
Saturdays. Among the subjects covered in the $110.00 course (funded by the
MTA and the African American Chamber of Commerce) were marketing, cost
estimating, accounting and navigating through a bureaucracy.

“The Metropolitan Transportation Authority is pleased to join the African
American Chamber of Commerce to assist the Hudson Valley minority and
small business community to effectively compete for MTA and other
government agency contracts. We believe the PREP Program is an effective
mechanism to facilitate this objective,” says Kenneth A. Neal, director of the
MTA’s Civil Rights office.

“We are excited about bringing this opportunity to local businesses,” says
Robin Douglas of the African American Chamber of Commerce. “There are
millions of dollars worth of contracts out there subject to competitive bidding.
The PREP workshops help managers find the keys to success in winning
contracts,” she says. The MTA and other government agencies purchase a
variety of services ranging from computers to landscaping, and printing to
uniforms.

The programs corporate and community sponsors included: The MTA & Bank
of America. The 2005 course is scheduled to begin on April 2, 2005.

GOLF INVITATIONAL cont...

'04 Sponsors: Polo Ralph Lauren, Anheuser Busch, The
Westchester Business Journal, Black Golfer Digest, Bermuda
Tourism, and African American Golfer's Digest and Hole-in-One
Sponsor Gidron Cadillac.

SPECIAL GUESTS: Gold Sponsor Marilyn F. Booker, Executive
Director, Global Head of Diversity and Jacqueline Rosa, Vice
President, Supplier Diversity Director were in attendance. Mr.
Morris E. Williams Ill, Asst. Commissioner of Dekalb County and
Mario Fraley represented the Georgia Black Chamber of
Commerce and Richard Eve, Director of Sales, N.A. of Bermuda
Tours were among the players.

Invitational attendees received a gift bag of goodies which
included a panama hat from the Chamber; a t-shirt courtesy of
Morgan Stanley; as well as a fanny pack and golf ball from
Bermuda tourism... just to name a few of the numerous items for
each participant.

The 2004 Invitational was featured in the fall issue of African
American Golfer's Digest. Debert C. Cook, CMP, Publisher,
African American Golfer's Digest
www.AfricanAmericanGolfersDigest.com

2004 GOLF INVITATIONAL

On Tuesday, August 10, 2004, the Chamber and event Sponsor
Morgan Stanley hosted the Chamber’s Annual Golf Invitational
(Invitational) at the Doral Arrowwood Resort in Rye Brook, NY.
The event provided networking opportunities for budding and
experienced golfers.

Nine non-golfers participated as spa bunnies and selected a spa
service as a replacement for golf.

The Chamber’s Annual Golf Invitational is designed to give new
exposure and networking opportunities to members of the
Chamber, member businesses and corporate partners in a
relaxed and entertaining atmosphere.

This year, retired Knick Cal Ramsey served as host and Honorary
Chair of the event.

Procurement and community development officers from major
corporations were in attendance, giving participants an
opportunity to interact with key individuals from the corporate
community.

BROWN vs. BOARD OF EDUCATION

In recognition of the 1954 landmark Supreme Court decision
in Brown v. Board of Education, the Association of Black
Lawyers of Westchester County and The African American
Chamber of Commerce hosted the Sixth Annual Deliverance
Ball to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the landmark United
States Supreme Court decision in Brown v. Board of
Education. A black tie gala was held on June 10, 2004 at Lake
Isle Country Club, Eastchester, New York. The keynote speak-
ers were the Brown Sisters, Linda Brown Thompson and
Cheryl Brown Henderson, two of the original litigants.

The evenings’ honorees included Clarence Jones, Esq. -
Former Counsel and Draft Speech Writer for Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. and current Executive Consultant, Marks
Paneth & Shron, LLP. - recipient of the Professional Service
Award; Justice Juanita Bing Newton - Deputy Chief
Administrative Judge for Justice Initiatives and Administrative
Judge for the Criminal Courts of the City of New York - recipi-
ent of the Constance Baker Motley Award; Rodney J.
Reynolds - Founder and Publisher of American Legacy
Magazine and Executive Producer of American Legacy
Television - recipient of the Earl G. Graves Award and Judge
H. Hawthorne Harris - the first elected African-American to the
bench in Westchester County -recipient of the Presidents
Award.

A silent auction was held during the cocktail hour; a portion of
the silent auction proceeds were donated to establish a schol-
arship at Pace University School of Law.





